
L&OVe update March 2012  

February has been a very busy month for L&OVe, mostly involving ‘outreach’ work that’ll bring 

benefits for L&OVe work in Lewes. March will be the time to advance our work in Lewes ….. a time 

to put a spring in our step for community engagement …….. 

During February, several L&OVe members have been involved in the discussion workshops organised 

by Sussex Wildlife Trust over establishment of a Sussex Local Nature Partnership (LNP). The idea 

behind the Sussex LNP is to bring together a wide range of partners from private enterprise, local 

public service, local voluntary groups and other community initiatives to explore the value of 

working together over maximising the benefits they receive from ‘nature’. The LNP exploratory 

workshops have covered 3 subject areas: i) Community engagement with the Environment – 

obviously a key part of what L&OVe is involved in attempting; ii) Nature and Health – which again is 

closely linked to L&OVe’s mission to raise awareness within the community of the benefits to 

wellbeing from naturegain (or ecosystem services) ….. health benefits being a major component; and 

finally iii)Biodiversity delivery – where L&OVe recognise that a biodiverse environment underpins 

the delivery of naturegain to Lewes and Lewesians.  Reports from the workshops and the potential 

outcomes for a Sussex LNP are due in March – we’ll keep you posted! 

Colin was invited to London for a meeting with people from the Natural Capital Initiative (NCI), who 

were expressing an interest in mapping out the benefits people and business get from the 

environment in a specific locality. Having heard of L&OVe’s work, the NCI were keen to explore 

whether Lewes may be a good locality to focus on. We had an interesting and productive meeting 

and NCI suggested that they may be able to seek funds for us to partner a local ‘ecosystem service’ 

mapping exercise. They are now considering this potential and will get back to us – watch this space! 

On behalf of the group, Colin also attended another NCI event – this time an Ecosystem Knowledge 

Network (EKN) Forum in Birmingham that brought together a whole range of representatives from 

projects that are looking at the value of nature to society. Most are place-based projects and the 

EKN provides a really valuable link with a whole range of projects with whom we can share ideas, 

experience and learning …… and that also provides L&OVe with good examples of some of the 

benefits from the environment that people, communities or businesses receive, that may give 

Lewesians a concrete valuation to get their teeth into! 

L&OVe has also been invited to be part of the Coastal Futures Group of the Environment Agency’s 

Coastal Communities 2150 project.  CC2150 is aiming to engage people in the communities of 

Seaford, Newhaven and Lewes with what changes climate change is likely to bring to our area by 

2150 ……. and some of the predicted changes in sea level by then are pretty dramatic!!! The coastal 

futures group will help communities to start to think what can be done, how and when .  Colin 

attended the first meeting this month – there’s lots of potential here for L&OVe to help with some of 

the messages about climate change adaptation. 

We were also involved in the Sustainable Ouse Valley Communities bid to the Big Lottery Fund’s 

Communities Living Sustainably Initiative, led by Action in Rural Sussex.  Although we weren’t a lead 

partner for the bid, L&OVe were seen as an important delivery partner were we to win funding. 

Sadly, the bid was not successful. However, partners continue to share an interest in working 



together and developing the ideas for action on climate change adaptation and mitigation along the 

Ouse Valley. 

So, L&OVe started as a local, grassroots initiative about a year ago …… has received interest and 

support  (as an local initiative) at regional and national level over the last 6 months or so …… and 

now really is the time to get our work on engaging with the Lewes Community geared up – let’s 

inspire Lewes to value our local environment and demonstrate the benefits we get from local nature 

across our community! If you’re not already part of L&OVe and want to be involved with this, please 

come along and join in (or contact Colin for further info. – see below.)  

We have also got some up-coming events to plan for, with the TTL 5 year birthday event in April and 

also the Lewes Railway Lands Summer festival – for which we have been offered significant space to 

help us get our message across within the community. Anyone out there wishing to help with 

creative ideas or practical input for these events, please contact Colin (tc09@gn.apc.org). 

We are gathering suggestions for groups, organisations, businesses, schools  within Lewes who 

would be interested in and gain from our message (see the group page on the TTL website for more 

on what this message is)!  So please let us know of any who you feel would benefit from trying out 

our workshop, for example! 

One important thing that any of you out there can do: If you are part of a local group or 

organisation, please get in touch with the L&OVe group (via Colin) to let us know, so we can add 

your group to our list of potential audience. 

 

 

 


